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PREFACE.

smong the various tasks that demand the attention of
the Christian churehes at the present day, the problem of their
unity assumes an evarfiaer@aaing importanse. There is nowadays
a tendeney to comsider it as one of the key problems. withoul =
proper solutian_af whiehkmany other momenious questions will
never be adequately settled by the Christians. The post-war
years have been remarkabla’fmr particularly intense investigations
into the question of the reunion of the Churches: but although
considerable achievements in this direction have been realized,

the general state of medern Christendom ia still exmipewsly remote

Trom the possibility of a genuine organic unity.

There are msny é@ctrina19 institutional. mnational and
psyehological reasons for the deep gulfs dividing the Christians
afrtsoéay into variocus antagonisiic churches, confessions and
denominations.  Eaech of these causes ueeds dealing with
separately. and unless the maj@rity of them ean be either
remeved or elucié&ted, the visi%le unity of the Chureh will
scarecely be aehieveée " ¥hieh of them ig chiefly responsible for
fostering the present divisions it is impossible %o declare, bui
it is certain that all are important and nome can e neglected.

' Sulff sty
This latter faet, however, has not beensrecoguised in past
negotiations, and one may say thal the great majority of
theologianms havevaypreaehed the problem of Christian divisions
mainly from the point of view of those doctrinal controversies
which, as a rule, accompanied each of the most imporiant splits
in the Church, and has attempied to restore Christian uniity by
means of doctrinal agreement. This method, wvaluable though
it is, has never Theen able to achieve its end, for the reason

that these doetrinal divergencies were not tthe sole sause of the

Christian disvnion. mﬁﬁ““ﬁ@%rh&&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%@ﬁﬁﬁﬂiy@Wn@m«@ha%fther@



This iz much more clesrly realimed now when there
is a growing underatanding of the soeisl dmplications
of Church 1ife. This has made the (bristisns swars
of the need for a frech approach (o the problem of
Chureh unity, which ¢akes into account the wlde range
of those warious fagkors which have been rsuponsibls
for the loss of it.

The purpcose ¢of this essay ls to study some con~
flists which ooourred Guring the first four centuries
of Ohurch history and vhich throv light boih upon the
goneeption of Chureh ity held by the ezrly thristians,

and upon thelr methods of desling »ith the divisgions

that arose apong them. This perisd has o divect bear-

-

ing vpon the resunion movement tofsy, for during those
centuries the Churdh posseased bebiey means for pre-
serving her unity than she mmé labers And at the sane
time the grouwnd was beling prepaved then for thosgse

tragic and blitisr conflicts whidh have gince dlsturbsd

&

heyr life.

The first four centuriss were so rich in nowentous
events that only o fev of then sould be trestsd hers,
and even thesgse have had 1o be dealt with only under
gertain aspscie.  The pages devoied to the Zew Testanend
doctrine on Church unity are not intended as s spegial
study of 11, but simply as s general gummary of the
Fewx Testansnt teaching on this matler ap it is commonly
agcented by thse Bastern Orihodex (hurch.

%he~zaﬁt chapter of this sssgay includes some pro-
vosals relasting to the prssent reunion movement, which

44

have besn suggested by this study to

w5 anthor,
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